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ABSTRACT 

' The result^ of a survey distributed to teachers in 
the West Area of Minneapolis Public Schools concerning th^eir 
preference's in the school setting indicate that- teachers: (1) differ 
in their preferences for' inst-iructional settings^ (2^) prefer 
flexibility and variety' in school curriculurar schedules^ and 
instructional methods^ (3) desire the utilization of persons other 
than teachers^ prefer team teaching^ and think students should direct 
so.me qt their own lea^pning^ (4) want parents more directly involved 
in their childrens* education^ (5) prefer their students to be the 
same age or grade levels, (6) prefer both active and passive 
instructional learning" methods^ (7) believe that specific basic 
skills should be taught in specific courses^ '(8) stress the 
importance of affective education^ (9) think that student evaluation 
requires both the assessment of individual progress and vk comparison 
between the individual student and same-aged students, and (10) 
question extensive student responsibility within the learning 
situation-. Appendices provide both information about staff and parent 
preferences for alternative education programs, and the West Area 
Staff Survey. (BJG) 
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^ ^ Minneapolis Public Schools 

Staff Members* Preferences for 
Characterist;,i^s of Educational Programs in 
' Minne^poJ^ West Area Schools 

-^^^^^ ^ Summary 

^ If teachers had their choice, in what type of school and classroom would 
the'y prefer to wor.k^ About 700 West Area staff members completed a. questionnaire 
in February 1975 to* provide answers to this question. The study v^as conducted by 
the Minneapolis Public Schools' Research and Evaluation Department and the West . 
^Area Office to provide information that* would help the development and implementation 
of educational alternatives. The results indicated that : 

. , Different teachers prefei^ed to work in different instructional s^ettings. 
On almost ajl^ems, at least two of the. response choices received support 
from 'a substantial proportion of teachers. 

A majority of the teachers 'pVeferjed flexibHit/ and variety in the curriculum, 
■"schedule and instructional methods. 

Most teachers felt that persons other than teachers should d<), at least 
some of the teaching in school, that teams of teachers rather than. one 
teacher should work with students, and that students should direct . their > 
own learning some of the day. - 

A majority of the teachers felt parents should be involved in making 
decisions about the way, a school is run, what courses of study are offered, 
* and what subjects a student studies. 

. Most Veacl)ers would like their students to be Of the same age (or grade 

level), or within one or tv^ years younger or o^lder than each other. • 

A large majority of the teachers preferred instructional methods that 
provided fof bofJr^activ'e and passive learning.- j 

Moi;e than ninety 'percent of the teachers pre fer2;:ejd. that instj^uctjion .in ^ 
basic skills, such as reading and math,** be prpvi'ded in specific reading 
and math courses, or in. both specific courses apd planned activi^ties in 
other school courses and activities. * 

Most teachers preferred a school that include leading about feelings 
and attitudes, and where cooperation was emphasized at.Jeas^"^ much as 
competition. ' . . / V 

Mosts teachers preferred that s^dent evaluation include both a me^ure of 
individual pr9gress and a comparison with other students of the same age. 

Although the majority of teachers selected characteristics of educational 
programs that provided some variety, flexibility, ajid student responsibility, 
only a small percentage of teachers preferred extensive student responsi- 
bility within the learning situatiorv. 

When compared with the res,ults of a parent survey conducted in the fajLl 
of 1974, preferences of West Area teachers were similar to preferences of ^parents 
of West Area students on 'many items. However, some differences did occur. A 
greater percentage bf teachers th^n parents said that students*;, should direct their i 
own learning part of the time, that students should progress at their own speed, t^iat/ 
the school day should hav^e flexible . t ime periods, and that teachers should , not do 
all of the -teachiTig* More /parents than teachers felt thaX parents and students , 
should share the decision-making responsibilities.^ 
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I|{ ieac/ieA4 had Hizvi choict. • . 

. . . How much responsibility^ jwAJiJd students have for deciding what they 

study, for directing their own learning, for - completing their work 
• • • • 

without supervision? ^ * . 

. . . How much flexibility would there be in tnat^rials and ways to learn 

students' rate of progression through their sch^oolwork, the -school 

day's time structure? 

. . . How^ much involvement would parents, community, and students have 

' .* • as teachers? Would teachers work primarily as individuals or as 

teams? . ' . , 

. . How much involvement would parents and students have in deciding 

how a school is run and what courses of study would be offered?' ^ 



These were some of the questions that school personnel' in the West Area 
of the Minneapolis Public Schools were asked in a Feburary 1975 survey. 
The West Area Office and indiVidtTal schools wanted this information to 
help with the development and implementation of educational alternatives. 

The West. Area is one of three administratively decentralized areas 
in th^Minnea^olis Public Schools. In 1974-75, 1,800 students attended 
nineteen ^elementary, five junior high, and four senior high schools in 
the West ^rea. 



The Survey^ Iijistrument 

The duestronnaire was similar to a questionnaire used to survey 
parents of West Area stlidents in the fall of 1974."^ The parent 
su3rvey included ^twenty-six items that Identified 'ways that educational 
programs coiild b-e" different. An effort was made to define the items 
such that thfe content of one item did not ovei'lap with content of another 
item. All i^ems were independent in the sense that an individual's 
response on a|ne item did not force the individual to make a particular 



Johnson, ' L. 1 ''Preferences for Educational Alternatives Expressed by / 
Parertts of Si.udents' in Minneapolis West Area Schools.". Minneapolis 
Public Schoofls, January 1975. 



response on another Item, Parents were aslfed to selexrt the response 

choice for each item that bes^ described the educational program' they ' 

preferred for their child. The items on .the parent questionnaire were / 

rephrased for the staff surVey, The West Area staff was asked tp choose 

the responses that best described the school or classroom in which they 

would like to work. A copy of the staff survey is in Appendix C/page 28. 

\ 

The building principals were responsible f^-the distribution and 
'collection of, the surveys from all certificated staff members in their 
school.. About ninety- five percent of^ the" elementary teachers and almost 
ninety percent of the jilnior high teachers completed the questionnaire. . 
Results for senior hi^h teachers should be interpreted cautiously; 
only sixty' percent returned surveys. - • - * " - 

* • .Results ' ' • 

Responses of elementary, 'junior high, and -senior high teachers -to 
each of the questionnaire it.ems are given in Table 1 in. Appendix A on ^age 12 
Responses to similar items by parents of students attending West Area • 
scfiools are given in Tabl'e 1 also, ( The parent results are based on an ' 
eighty percent return* from a random"^ample of twenty percent of the 
elementary students and ten percent of the secondary students.' The fo lowing, 
statements are based on the data in Table 1. , ^ 

1 . A majority of the teachers preferred ^flexibility and 'variety in 
the curriculum, schedule, and instructional methods. Elementary teachers 
preferred greater flexj^jj-lity than did secondary teachers. (Items 18-2*1, 23 ,. 



Table 1 ) . 

Alm&5tall of th£->elementary teachers and 90% of the secondary 
teachers s^id that a variety of materials and ways to learn 
should be available at I'east part of the time. About 10% of 
the secondary . teaches said most students should use the same^^^ 

4 

materials and be taught in ^he same way^ Item 18. ^ 
Abooat three-fourths oi the elementary teachers but less than ^ 
half of the secondary teachers said part of the school day 
shotild be divided into time periods, while part of the day 
should have no time periods, permitting the stud'^nt to work • 
in one area for an undetermined length of time. More than half 
of, the secondary teachers said the school day should be divided 
into time periods, limiting the amount of time a student could 
spend working on any one area or subject. Item 19. 

^8 . ■' 



. Half of-\he el-emehtary and about one-third of the secondary- ' 

/ > V 

teachers said students should progress through their schooi-*^' , 
... " \ 

work at their own speed. Most other teachers said students ^ ' . 

should 'study the Same .things each day, with extra lielp or. work 
' for students who work faster of slower^ ^ small percejitage, ' 
(about 3%) of .secondary teachers said all students within '-a- .grade 
or clas^rooin should progress af the same speed and study the'' 
.same things. Item 20. f , . ♦ 

. About ninety percent of the teachers thought that the educa- 
tional prog^ram sho.uld include some required courses plus other 
offered courses or courses developed to meet the needs and * 
_ , - interests of students. -About ten percent of the secondary 
; ^ teachers said there should be no required courses, while 6% 

• of the elementary teachers said all students should have a 
required course of studies. Item 21. 

. Aboiit 80-90% of the teachers said that at least sometime students. 

* should learn a skill or subject in a-- flexible way, allowing 
thej course of study to be responsive to the needs and interests 

/ , of the students. Item 23. . . 

2. Most teachers felt that persons other than tgachers should do 
at least some of the teaching in school, that teams of teachers rather 
than one teacher should work with students, and that students should 
direct their own learning some of the day. More' pare^its than teachers 
felt that teachers should do afl of the teaching, while mftre teachers ' . 
than parents felt teachers, should-Work closjgly with students every day 
once the students.' courses of study have been determined.' (Items 14-17 ) . 
. Xbout si:$:ty percent of the teachers said teachers should do 
most^f the "teaching, but s6me, parents and community* members 
should be involved. About 25% of the teachers said teachers are 
only on^ of many persons (including adults dnd other students) 
who should do the teaching.' Six percent of the elementary and 20% 
of the secondary teachers said teachers should do all. of the 
teaching. Item 14. ^ 
. Twenty-one percent of the parents of elementary students and 
more than 30% of the parents of secondary students^ said teachers 
should do all of the teaching. Item 14. 



More than half of the elementary and secondary teachers said 
tlveyrjJreferred tp'work "witlT'a teara-of tochers who- communicated' 



. • - regularly among themselves, while about one-third preferred */ 
to work alone with specialists in art, music, and physical edb/a- 
^ ' . tion available. Item 15. 

. Ab|Dut three- fourths of the t^ache^rs said stjudents should dinect. " ' 
their own learning some of the day. About one-fourth' of the , 
. secondary teachers and one-eighth of the elementary- teachers 

said the teacher should instruct or direct the learning all 
of the tijne. About one-third of the pa^rents said teachers 
• ' should instruct or direct "the learning all of the time.^ Itehi 16^ 
. About half of the teachers said the teacher should work clqsely 
■ , with the student every day to help him complete thework, once 

the studerit's course of studies has been decided. Forty percent 
^ of the parents of elementary students and 26% of the parents of 

senior high students shared this viewpoint. ^ Item 17. 
^-^ 3. A majerity of the teachers felt parent^ should be involfe^ in making 
decisions about the way a school. is run, what courses of study are offered , 
and what subjects or interest areas a student actually* studies. More ele- ^ 
mentary than secondary teachers, dnd more parents than teachers, felt 
paren.ts and students should share decision-making responsibilities, pai*ticu - 
larly in selecting^ the subjects a student actually studies. ' (Items 1-5 ) . 
. About one-third of the teachers said parents should share the - 
responsibility for decisions about the way a scho61 is r;un and 
what coursed of*, study are offered, while about two-thirds said 
parents should give advice before the school makes the final 
decision. About sixty percent ?lT the parents said parents 
should share the responsibility for these decisions. Items 1,3. 
. Three*- fourths of the elementary teachers and almost half of 
the secondary teachers said parents or students should decide 
at least some of the subject or interest areas that a student 
actually studies. About eighty percent of the parents at all 
levels thought parents or students should make this decision 
at least some of the time. Item 5. • 
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. Two-thirds of the elementary teachers, compared with about 
half of the secondary teachers, said students should share 
the responsibility for making and enforcing the school rules. 
Item 2i . • 

4. Most teachers would like their students to be of the same age (or 
grade level), or within one or two years younger or older than each other . 
More parents of elementary students than elementary teachers preferred a > 
broader age range. (Item 11 ) . ' ^ ♦ 

\ About 95% of. the elementary teachers and 85% of the secondary 
teachers preferred students of the same age level or within 
one or two years of each other. 
. Five percent of the elementary teachers said they would like 
their students to be in the 5-11 year age range, while less . 
than one percent said they would like an age range of 5-18 
years. Twenty-three percent of the parents of elementary * 
students preferred a 5-11 year age range, and 5% preferred a 
5-18 age range. 

5. A majority of the teachers were in favor of some student interaction 
within the^earning Situation. Parents tended to prefer. less student movement 
and interaction than did teachers. (Items 12-13) . 

. Less thaT( 1% of the elementary teachers and 4% of t\te secondary 
^ teachers said their students should work alonfe most of the time. 

About half of the teachers said much^of the time should be spent 
working alone, but with several projects whexp students work as^ 
a group. About half of the elementary teachers and one-third 
of the secondary teachers said students should spend haltf of 
their time working in groups. Th\ remaining 10-15% of the 
teachers most of the time should be spent working' with one 

or more other students. Item 12. x 
J. Thre.e-fourths^of the elementary^ and two- thirds of the* secondary 
teachers said they preferred a learning situation vyhere studfents 
' could move* around or talk as they worked as long as the setting 

' remained orderly and quiet. One- fourth of the teacher^ said they . 
preferred that students could move around and talk freely as 
long as their work was being done.. Only 2% said they would 
like students to be able to move around and^talk as they wish. 
Item 13. 

11 ' 
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. Aboul 20% of the parents at ^.alj levels said students should 

not be allowed to move around Or talk without permission. 
, Two percent of the elementary and 10% of the secondary teachers 
endorsed this viewpoint. Item 13. 
^- A large majority of the teachers preferred instructional methods' 
that provided for both active and passive learning. (Item 22) .- « ^ 

, . One percent of the elementary, 5% of the junior , high, and'l4% 
• of the. senior high teachers said students should learn mainly 
by reading in books, doing workbooks, oi^listening to someone 
^ • tell about things. Less than 10% of the teachers at each level ^ 
; * said students "jfehould^ learn mainly by working with objects, by 

playing ,vi<)r by living and doing things themselves. The remaining 
majority of teachers preferred a combination of passive and 
active learning opportunities. 
^ More than ninety percent of the teachers preferred that instruction, in ♦ * 
basic skills, ^uch as reading and math, be provided in specific reading and 
math cour ses, or in both specific courses and planned activities in other 
school courses and activities. (Ttem 24 ).. 

Teachers preferred a required attendance policy at their school , * " 
with strictness of enforcement greater at secondary than elementary l^els ;*^ * ' 
(Item 8) . . ^ - ' • . ' ^ } 

. About ninety percent of the teachers, bpth elementary and secondary, ^ 
preferred a required attendance policy. -Twenty-eight* percent 
of the elementary, 48% of. the junior high, and 65% of 'the 
senior high teachers, wanted a strict enforcements of the policy; 
the others wanted encouragement of regular attendance. 
9- Most teachers preferred a school that included learning about feedings 
and attitudes and where cooperation was emphasized atl least. as much as competition 
These characteristics were more important to elementary than secondary teachers . 
Items 9-10) . 

. Ninety-eight percent of^the elementary,- 80% of. the junior high, 
and 85% of the senior high teachers said students' education 
should include some or a lot. of work on feelings and attitudes. 
^ About 80% of the parents at each 'level expressed similar^ views. 
Item, 10. ' , ^ 
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. About half of the elementary, two-thirds of the junior high, 
and three-fourths of the.senit^r high teachers preferred to 
teach in a school where cooperation and cdmpetition are 
' . equally emphasized." Almost all of the other teachers preferred ^ 
a school where cooperation is emphasized. Only a small per- 
centage preferred a school where competition is emphasized. 
Item 9. ^ ' ' ' 

10. Most teachers preferred a student evaluation system that included 
both a measure of individual progress and a comparison with other students 
of the s'toe age. 'Most teachers, particularly at the elementary level, also 
felt that ^students and/or parents should participate in the evaluation 
- process . (Items 25-26) . 

. Two-thirds of the teachers said they would like to knov how 
much students have progressed or learned, and, also, how students 
are doing compared with other students of the same age. About 
one-third of the 'teachers indicated that they were not interested 
in comparnig the students with others of the ss^me kge. em 25. 
. Almost ^11 eafementar)^ teachers and 80% of ^ the secoYidary teachers 
said students and/or parents should help the school evaluate the 
students' progress in school. Substantially' .more elementary 
than secondary teachers thought the^parents should participate. 
^ Item 26. ' f 

More parents of elementary students (82%), than elementary 
teachers (64%) wanted to compare the student with other students 
of the same age. Item 26. ' ' ^ 

11. Although the majority of teachers selected characteristics of > educa - 
tional programs that provided some variety, flexibility, and student respon - 
sibility, only a small j)ercentage of teachers preferred choices that represent 
extensive student responsibility within the learning situation . 

. Less than 1% of the teachers said 3tudents should make the 

final decision regarding what courses of study are offered 

at their school. Item 4. 
. About, 4% of the teachers said that the parents and^or student 

Should decide what subjects or*, interest areas a student actually 

studies in school. Item 5. > 
. About 2% of the teachers felt students should be free to move 

around and talk as they wish in the learning situatiorv. Item 13. 
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. • Three percent of the teachers thought that students should 

direct their own learning, with a teacher available. Item 16. / 
. Two percent of the elementary, 11% of the junior high, apd 5% 
of the senior high teachers said the student should have complete 
responsibility for completing the work, with a teacher available ^ 
if the student wants to ask for help, once a student's course of 
study has been determined. Item 17. 
. About 1-2% of the teachers felt that the students' interests will 
lead them to develop reading and math skills without specific 
.courses and activities. It^ 24. 
. Almost no teachers said thatXstudents should be respcmsible for 
evaluting their own progress. \ltenr 26. 
12. Generally, the West Area teachVrs did not endorse one type of educa - 
tional program. On almost all items, at least two of the respons^ choices 
received support from a substantial proportion of teachers. Different teachers 
preferred to work in different instructional settings . < \^ 

Teacher-Parent Differences 

Preferences of West Area staff and preferences of parents of students 

attending West Area schools were similar on many of the questionnaire iteras^ 

(or characteristics of educational programs). Howeyer, some differences did 

occur. Compa/izd ukXh teacke/U: 

. More parents felt that parents and students should share in the 
decision-making responsibilities. 

. More elementary parents said the school day should be divided . 
into set time periods. r 

. Fewer parents sa|.d the students should progress through their 
school work at their own speed'. v » , * 

. More parents felt that teachers should do all of the teaching. 

. Fewer parents felt that students should. direct their own learning 
at least part of the day. 

. Fewer parents preferred freedom of student movement and inter- 
action within the learning setting. y , 

. Fewer parents preferred an ^"empfiasis bn cooperation^ and a lot 
of work on -feelings and attitudes. 

. More parents said students should be evaluated by comparing them 
with others' of the same age. 
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Elementary Cluster Differences 

The eighteen elementary schools in the West Area have been administra- 
tively grouped into four clusters. 

Central * Southwest Washburn West 

Agassi z Armatage Field Anwatin 

Barton Audubon Hale Bryn Mawr 

Burroughs Fulton Kenny Calhoun 

Lyndale Lake Harriet Page HarriSbn 

r 

Windom Kenwpod 

The responses of elementary teachers in each of these cltisters are given in 

Table 2, Appendix B, page 17. Most teacJvers at each school returned questionnaires, 

except for the grade 4-6 intermediate center at Anwatin, where surveys were 

returned by six of twenty-one teachers. The results from the West Cluster shoul^d 

be interpreted with some caution, since the returns may not be representative 

of all teachers and are disproportionately weighted toward teachers at the primary. 

level . , ' 

Some differences among the clusters did occur, usually between teachers 

in the West Cluster and teachers in either the Southwest or Washburn Clusters. ^ 

CompoAQji uiith eZtrnzyUoAy tojithzu In thz oth2A cZiuteM : 

. Fewer teachers in the Washburn Cluster preferred parent. and 
student involvement in de,cis ion-making. 

. More teachers in the West Cluster preferred student involvement 
in decision-making. 

.'More teachers in the West Cluster preferred to^ teach in a sjchool 
^' ~ ^hat emphasized cooperation and learning about feelings and attitudes. 

. More teachers in the Southwest Cluster wanted students in their 
class to be at the same ^ge (or grade) level. 

}■ 

. More teachers in the West Cluster preferred greater ^nd freer 
interaction among students in the learning setting. , 

. More teachers in the West Cluster preferred that a variety of 
materials and ways to learn be available. 

. More teachers ill the Southwest Cluster wanted the school day 
divided into time periods that limited how much time a student 
could spend working- on any one area or subject. 

• More teachers in the West and Washburn Clusters, and fewer teachers 
in the Southwest cluster, would prefer not to evaluate students 
by comparing them with other students of the same age. 

Grade .Level Differences A 

t 

In addition to the previously reported analysis of teacher responses 
by eljementary,^ junior high, and senior Aigh levels^, ^the responses, of elementary 
jteachers w^e separated' by primary (K-3) and Intermediate (4-6) grade levels, 
and the responses of junior high teachers were separated by grades 7-8 and 
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grade 9. S.ee Table 3 in Appendix B, page 23. ^ ^ 

Elementary teachers who, taught at the K-3 level responded similarly , 
to teachers who taught at" the 4-6 level on almost all items. Substantially 
more K-3 than 4-6 teachers said ,that they would prefer to work closely with 
the -Student • every day once a student'^ s course of studies has been decided. 
Somewhat more 4-6 teachers than K-3 teachers felt students should be spending 
^t least haMf of their time working with a group of students. 

Tea<3hers who taught ninth grade students responded differently than 
teachers who taught seventh and eighth grade students. vThe group of ninth 
grade teachers would be predominantly those who taught at the Ramsey ninth- 
grade center plus some teachers at Southwest and Jefferson. CompcUizd uuXh 
ninth Qhjddt tzachtu, thz Qhndz 7-S tzjoicihtu^ pKtf^znAtdi 

. greater parent involvement in school-related decision making. 

greater Aise of the community during the school day. 

less strict enforcement of a required attendance policy. 

greater emphasis on cooperation. , ' ^ , 

greater use of other adults and students as teachers-. 

greater variety of raiiterials and ways to leam. 

grea,ter emphasis on student progression through their work 
'at their own speed. " ^ 

less emphasis^ on evaluating student performance by comparing 
thejp with* students of the same age. 



Experience ^Differences ' ^ * 

Teacher preferences for characteristic^ of educational programs also 

were i5elated,>to teachers* years of experience in education (see Table 3 in 

Appendix B) . The greatest differences occurred between teachers with one-to-three 

years experience and teachers 'with twenty or more years experience, kboat 

tu)zntLf poAczni mo/iz thz Zu6-e,xpeAlmczd (J -3 y&iu] toAchoM than tht moKt- 

zxpd^lanttd (lO-*- yzau) tmckoM zxp/iU6Qjd tka p/i^^inae, that: 

. school and parents^*^ should share the responsibility for decisions 
about how the school is run and what courses 'of study are offered* 

. th,e community, should be used more durir^g the school day than for a 
few field trips. * - . " 

. cooperation should be emphasized more than competition. • 

. teachers are only one of many persons (including adults and ^ 
other students) who should do the teaching. 

^ Jl>hey...w<xu;ki, i4*j«e*^^-**w^r4e as^-parrt of /a t6am of Veachers tliat 

regularly communicates among themselves. " . • - 

. the school day should not always be divided into time periods that 
limit the amourit of lime a student can work on any one subject. 



I 



Appendix A 

Table 1 : West Area Staff and Parent; Preferences ^or Dimensions 
of Alternative Educational Programs by; Elementary, 
Junior High, and Senior High Schools 
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Appendix B 

V 

Table \2: * West Area Staff and Parent Preferences for Dimensions 
\ of Alternative Educational Programs by the Four West 
y "Area Elementar);:,Clusters 



Table 3: West Area Teacher Preferences for Dimensions of 
. Alternative Educational '^^rograms by Grafle Level 
Taught and Years of Experience in Education 
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Appendix C 



WEST AREA STAFF SURVEY 
ALTERNATIVE EDUCATIONAL PROGRAMS 



Appendix C 



The questions in this survey 4escribe ways in which schools and classrooms can differ. For e^R* «|uesfion. 
mark an X by the one choice that best describes the kind of school where you would like to work (teach, 
administer, counsel,,.'.*.). If you do not feel that you can make a choice on a particular item, leave 
the item blank. However, please try to answer every item. There are no right or wrong answers. 

Please complete immediately (February 21 at the latest) and send either by school mail or U. S. Mail to: * 



Dr. Marvin Trammel , Superintendent 

West Area Office 

Lehmann Educational Center 

1006 West Lake Street 55408 



The returned questionnaires will be sent to the Research and Evaluation Department for analysis! 



(1) What IS your present position? 
1, Teacher 

2. Administrator - elementary 

. 3 . Administrator - secondary 



(4-5) If you are a teacher, indicate the school 
at which you do most of your teaching. " 
you are not a teacher, leave blank). 



4. Ot:her 



(2) If you are a teacher, at what grade level do 
you do most of your teaching? Check one only. 



__1. Elementary K-3 
_2. elementary 4-6 
3, Secondary 7-8 



_4, Secondary 9 
_5, Secondary 10-12 



(3) Total years of experience m education 
(including this year). 



_J. 1-3 years 
_2. 4-9 years 
10-19vears 
4. 20 years or more 



__01. Agassiz 



02. Anwatin 



__03. Ainnatage 



04. Audubon 



__05. Barton 

__06. Bryn Mawr 

J)7 . Burroughs 

08. Calhoun 



09. Emerson 



10. Field 



_11. Fulton 

_12. Hale 

_13. Harrison 

^14. Kenny 



16. Lake 

Harriet 

_17. Lyndale 

V 

_^1<8. Page 



19. Windom 

_20. Anthony 

J. 1 . Bryant 

^22. Jeff'ersbn 

23. Ramsey 



_24. Southwest 
Junior 

25. Central 



_26. Southwest 
Senior 

d 

27. Washburn 



28. West 



29. Other 



15. Kenwood 
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(OVER) 



(6) How would you like your students to use the 
community outside the school during the 
school day? 



1. A few field trips into the conununity; 
the rest of the time in school. 



Several projects or activities in* 
the community, but most of time sti.ll 
in school. 

Community could be used extensively, 
very little time may be spent in the 
school building. 



(7 J hTiich attendance policy would you prefer 
at your school? 



_1 . Attendance refjuired and st^rictly 
enforced by school. 

2. Attendance required and school 
encourages regular attendance. 

3. Regular attendance iVi the school 
building IS not required as long 
as student is learning. 

^4. Attendance is left up to the student 
and/or parents; school does not 
take attendance. 



(8) Vlhat learning situation would you prefer 
for your students most of the school day? 



1. Students may not move atduAd or talk 
without permission. 



2, Students may move around or talk as 
they work as long as setting remains 
orderly artd quiet. 

3. Students may move around and talk 
freely as long as their work is being 



_4. Students are free to move around and 
talk as they'wish. ^ 



(9) In what way would you like most of your students 
to work in the learning setting? 



By doing the work alone and not by - 
working with other students. 

By doing the wor^alone much of the time, 
but several proj^ts where students work ^ 
together in a group. 

About half the time doing the work alone 
and half the time working with a group 
of students. - 

Most of the time working with one or 
more other students, helping each other, 
group projects. » 



(10) Should parents have a say m deciding the way a 
school is run? 



1 . School should make all such decisions 
with no advice from parents. 



3. 



School should make final decisions after 
advice from parents. 

School and parents should share the 
responsibility for making such decisions. 



Cll) 



_4. Parents should mak« final decisions after 
advice from school. 



Should students the age(s) of children in your 
classes help make and enforce the school rules? 



1. School rules ^hould be made and enforced 
without advice from students. 



_2 . School rules should be made and enforced 
after advice from students. 

_3. Students should share the responsibility 
for making and enforcing the school rules. 

4. Students should ihake and enforce the rules. 



02) 



Should parents have a say regarding what courses 
of study are offered at their child's school? 



_1 . School should decide with no advice 
from parents. " ' \ / 



3. 



School should make final decision after 
advice from parents. 

School and, parents should share the 
responsibility for the decision. 

Parents should make final decision 



after advice from school. 



(13) 



Should students the age(s) of children in your 
classes have a say regarding what courses of 
study are offered at their school? 



1. School should decide with no advice 
from students. 



_2. School should make final decision after 
advice from students. 



School and students should share the 
responsibility for the decision. 



(14) 



_4. Students should make final decision 
after advice from school. 



In which type of school would you prefer to teach? 

1. A school where competition is emphasized. 

2. A ^5chool where^competition and cooperation 

^ *nre equally emphasized. 

5. A school where cooperation is emphasized. 
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(15) Which educational program (or course of studies) 
should be offered to students in the age-range 
of students in your classes? * 

1. A required course of studies taken- by 

all students. 

2. Some required courses and a selection 

from a number of other offered courses. 

3. Some required courses plus courses 

developed to meet the specific needs 
or interests of students. 

4. No required courses; a selection 

from a number of offered courses. 

* 5. No required courses, a selection 
Fronj offered courses plus courses 
developed to meet the specific 
needs or interests of students. 

6» N'o required courses; all courses are 
developed to meet the specific needs 
or interests of students. 

(16) Who should decide what subjects or interest 
areas students actual ly study in schooj? • 

1. School (teacher) should make final 

decision. 

2. School (teacher) should decide some, 

parents and/or student should decitie 
spme. 

3. Parents and/or student should decide. 



(17) Once a student's course of studies has been 
decided, how would you prefer to help most 
of the. students complete the work? 

). Teacher should work qlosely with 

student every ^lay. 



(19) In which of the following school settings would you 
like to teach? 

1. Teacher instructs or directs Jvarning all , 

of the time. 

2. Teacher directs learning some of the day; 

students direct thei-r own learning some 
of the day. 

3. Students direct their own learning; teacher 

is available. 



(20) What ages would you like students in your classes 
to be? 

1. All students at the same age (or grade) 

level . • 

2. Students within one or two years younger 

or older than each other. 

3, Students within an elementary or secondary 

age range (5-11 years old, or 12-18 years). 

4. All a^s Xrom 5*18 years. 

(21) How would you lik^ your students* school time to 
be used? 

1. School day is divideS into time periods; 

students are limited \n how much time they 
can spend working on any one area or sub- 
ject. 

2. Part of school day is divided into time 

periods. Part of school day is not divided 
into time periods; students may work on 
a subject for any length of time. 

3. School day is not divided into time periods; 

students may work on a subject for any 
leVigJh of time. 



2. -Teacher should check with student 

every few days and give assistance 
when teacher feels it is needed. 

3. Teacher should check with student ^ ' 

every few days and give assistance If 
the student wants it. 

" Student should have complete respon- 
sibility for completing his/hei^ work; 
teacher is available if student wants 

to ask for help. 

» 

18) What difference in materials and ways' to 
learn wopld you like to have available to 
students in your classroom? * 

1- Most students use the same materials 

and are taught in the same way, 

2. Part of the time stu4ents use the same 

materials and are taught in 'the same 
way; part of the time a variety of 
^ materials and ways to learn'are availabl 

3. Most of the time a variety of materi-als 

and ways to* learn are available. ' 
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(22) How would you like to evaluate students? 

1. Would like to compare students with other 

students of the same age; , 

2. Woilld like to know how much students h^ve 

progressed or learned; and also, how 
students are doing compared with oth'fer 
students of the same age. 

^3. Would like to know how students are doing 

and how much they have progressed, but not 
to compare with other students of same age. 

1 

(23) Who should evaluate a student's progress in school? 

1. The school should evaluate, with no 

invol^§^nt of student or parent. 

2. The school and student should evaluate 

his/her progress together. 

3. The school and parent should evaluate the 

student's progress together. 

4., The school, student, and parent should 

evaluate his/her progress together. 

5. The student should evaluate his/her 

progress. 

^ ^ COVER) 



(24) Who should do the teaching in school? 

1. Teachers should do all of the teaching. 



Teachers should do most of the teaching, 
but some parents and community members 
should be involved. 



(29) How would you prefer that instruction in basic 
skills, such as reading and math, be provided' 

1. Provide specific reading and math courses. 



'Teachers are only one of many persons *^ 
(including adults and other students) 
who should do the teaching. 



(25) Which of the following best describes the 
teaching situation you would like to be in? 



1. Mainly one teac^ier works with or is 
available to students, although 
specialists m art, music, phy ed are 
avai lable. 

2. Several teachers work with or are 
available to students in different 
areas, little communication among 
teachers about students 

5. A team of teachers works with or is 
available to students; regular 
communication among teachers about 
students . 



3. 



Provide specific courses and planned 
reading and math ae^tivities in other - 
school activities and courses. 

No specific courses, but reading and math 
activities and projects planned in other 
school activities and courses. 



(26). flow should your st,udents progress through their 
school work? 



All students within a grade leveKor- class- 
room should progress at the same speed and 
study the same things. 



^4. Students' interests will lead them to 
develop reading and math skills without 
specific courses and activities. 



(30)^ Should learning about and dealing with feelings - 
' and attitudes about self and others be included 
in students' education in school? 



_1 . No, studies should not include work on 
feelings and attitudes. ^ , 

_2. Only if a situation arises in school 
where it is necessary to deal-with 
feelings and attitudes, 

_3*. Yes, studies should include some work on 
feelings and attitudes. 

_4. Yes, studies ^hould include a lot of work 
on feelings ancj^ attitudes . 



Students should .study the same things each 
day, but extra work or help should be given 
to students who work faster or slower. 

Students should progress through th.eir 
school work at their own speed. 



(27) flow would you like students to learn m your 
classes"? 



Mainly by reading m books, doing workbooks 
or listening to someone tell about things. 



(31) flow should problems that your students have at 
schooj be handled? 



School handles as it sees fit without 
student or parent involvement. 



2. By reading, doing workbooks, and listening 
pliis learning by working with object^^.*by 
■playing, or by living and doing things 
themselves. 

__3. Mainly by working with objects, by playing, 
or by living and doing things themselves. 



(28) How do you'prefer to have students learn a 
particular skill or subject? 

1. In a step-wise way, not moving ahead 

• until the previous step has been Iqarned. 



_2. Sometimes (1), somefim^s (3), depending 
on the skill or subject -that is being 
learned. ' ^ 

^. In a flexible way, allowing the course of 
study to be developed in 'response to the 
interests and needs of a student or group 
of students. (Sometimes covering a wide 
range of skill levels in ojic course) 



2. School handles problem after talking 
with parents. 

3. School, parents, and student work out 
a solution together. 

School and student work it out without 
parent involvement, 



COMMENTS: 



February 
I97S 



West Area Office and 

Research and livaluation Depart. 

Minneapolis Public Schools 
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